
Forming Good Stewards
Good stewards are formed by other good stewards!

Please make sure this is distributed to the pastor, to the other priest and deacons
in the parish, and to the person who produces the bulletin.

Bulletin Bites

April 1, 2018
The Resurrection of the Lord

John 20-1-9

Option 1
“They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him”

When Mary of Magdala entered the tomb where the body of Jesus had been hastily lain she was
surprised to see that his body was no longer in the tomb.  She logically concluded that his body
had been taken.  Jesus had tried to prepare his disciples and friends that he would be killed and
then rise from the dead, but it was a concept they were slow to comprehend.  Mary of Magdala
runs to tell the disciples, who are behind locked.  In light of all that had happened over the past
three days they had good reason to be frightened.  Peter and John rush to the tomb and find it
empty.  They recall what Jesus had foretold.  Still, they did not fully understand.  They would
eventually encounter the resurrected Jesus several times and come to believe.  The strength of
their faith is demonstrated by the risk they took, the trials they endured and the deaths they faced
for proclaiming the Good News of the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus.  Today we
celebrate his Resurrection.  How strong is our faith?  How do we demonstrate our faith?

Option 2
“On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb

early in the morning, while it was still dark.”
Despite all that Jesus had done and everything he had told his friends and followers to expect,
Mary of Magdala did not understand the significance of the empty tomb when she ventured there
“early in the morning.”  Unlike the disciples, who were hiding behind locked doors, Mary
summoned  the courage to go to the tomb being guarded by Roman soldiers.  The tomb was
empty.  When she reported what she observed to the disciples, Peter and John rushed to the tomb
but they, too, “did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.”  Eventually
Jesus appears to his disciples in a variety of ways and places.  They come to believe that he is the
Risen Lord, the Messiah.  They begin to reflect on all that he did and taught them.  They took
responsibility for growing in their faith and communicating their faith in Jesus to others by word
and example.  At Easter we renew our Baptismal promises.  We recommit ourselves to learn our
faith and to imitate Jesus by what we say and do.  That is why Easter is such a joyous celebration
of the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  



April 8, 2018
Divine Mercy Sunday

John 20:19-31

Option 1
“Peace be with you!”

Despite all that Jesus had taught his disciples, all that he had done in their presence, all that he
had endured, his death and resurrection, they were hiding behind locked doors.  They had not lost
faith in Jesus, but they we not sure what to believe.  When Jesus appeared to his disciples after
his Resurrection, he greeted them with his wish for them: “Peace be with you!”  And that is what
Jesus wants for us.  God, in his infinite mercy, reaches out to us through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation so we can know true Peace.   In the early church the forgiveness of sins occurred
in the context of a community of followers of Jesus Christ.  The story of Ananias and his wife is
such an event.  Today the Sacrament of Reconciliation is available to us in a private encounter
with Jesus through a priest who acts in persona Christi.  It is an opportunity for us to experience
the Divine Mercy of God for us when we fail to be all that He created us to be.  When the priest
speaks the words of absolution, Jesus is saying to us “Peace be with you.” 

Option 2
“Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them.

Jesus came, although the doors were locked.”
After his Resurrection Jesus appeared to the disciples “in a room when the doors were locked,
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.”  Thomas was not present and had some doubts,
earning for himself the name, “Doubting Thomas.”   A week later Thomas is with the disciples
and “Jesus came, although the doors were locked.”  Jesus invites Thomas to put his hands in his
wounds, but Thomas immediately declares "My Lord and my God!"  Who really had doubts and
fears - Thomas, or the disciples who, a week after seeing Jesus appear to them were still behind
locked doors?  Before we answer recall that we have the benefit of God’s Revelation in
Scripture, particularly the New Testament and the witness of more than two thousands years of
people who believed in Jesus as "My Lord and my God!" and lived and died for their belief.  
What do we believe?  Do we take responsibility for our beliefs?  Do we grow stronger in our
belief every day?  Do we live in accordance with out belief? 

 
April 15, 2018

Third Sunday of Easter
Luke 24:35-48

Option 1
“ Everything written about me in the law of Moses 
and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”

St. Augustine observed that “The New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament
is unveiled in the New.”  Jesus is telling his disciples that His life, death and resurrection was
prophesied in the Old Testament and revealed to them in all that he said and did.  For us, Jesus in
the Old Testament is revealed in what is written in the New.  The readings from Scripture in our
Sunday and daily Eucharist, and the celebration of our Sacraments, include passages from the



Old and New Testaments.  Jesus connects the two.  When the disciples realized that Jesus had
actually risen from the dead, that He was all the Messiah was prophesied to be, and that He
expected them to do all that he had done to proclaim the Kingdom of God, they were reluctant,
but they courageously went.  When we realize that the Risen Jesus is depending on us to do the
same, we may be reluctant.  But with faith in Jesus we must go into God's world to proclaim His
Kingdom with the same courage and commitment as the Apostles.  Let's go!

Option 2
“Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts?” 

The two disciples who encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus returned to tell the disciples in
Jerusalem that they has seen the Lord.  Jesus then appeared to the disciples who were hiding in a
room behind locked doors.  He said, “Peace be with you.”  Today’s passage from Luke seems to
be describing the same event that John described in the gospel passage from last week.  The
disciples are startled and terrified at seeing Jesus, risen from the dead.  He eats fish and bread and
shows them his hand and his feet, flesh and bone, and makes them witnesses of his fulfillment of
the Scriptures.  He sends them to preach repentance for the forgiveness of sins to all the nations,
beginning in Jerusalem.  They are now Apostles [one who is sent].  The true joy of Easter is that
we are blessed to be hearers of that message of forgiveness of sins.  Imagine hearing Jesus, acting
in the person of our priest, say, “Peace be with you!”  What a great joy that would be.

April 22, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Jn 10:11-18

Option 1
“I am the good shepherd.  A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

When Jesus told the parable of the “good shepherd” he was speaking to people who knew there
were also not-so-good shepherds and bad shepherds.  The good shepherd was with his sheep
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  He lead his flock to food and water and protected
them from danger, thieves and predators.  When Jesus compared himself to the “good shepherd”
his disciples understood he was telling them he cared for them and would give his life for them. 
He made it clear that he freely chose to be their good shepherd.  The blood stained cross and the
empty tomb that we remembered during Holy Week and Easter Sunday are proof that Jesus is our
“good shepherd.”  Do we freely choose Jesus to be our good shepherd?  Do we appreciate all that
Jesus has done to shepherd us?  Do we listen for His voice in prayer?  Do we trust in Him to care
for us and protects us?  How do we demonstrate our faith in Jesus as our good shepherd?

Option 2
“This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own.” 
In his excellent video series, The Western Tradition, Dr. Eugen Webre makes the following
observation about the growth of Christianity in the Roman world: “. . . these Christians are
dangerous!  They insist that all men are brothers; that the beggar is as good as the solid citizen;
that the slave is equal to his master in essence, if not in fact . . . All in all, they deny the value of
everything society holds dear.  The Good Shepherd offers salvation, not money, or family, or



property, or success, or service to the state.  For the Christians there is a higher power than the
state; there is an ultimate good or aim which may not be the ultimate good of the state.  And, if
that aim, God's aim, clashes with that of Caesar, there is no doubt whom the Christian must
follow.  Think for a minute of the revolutionary character of such ideas being spread around a
society where material values reign supreme.”  In the circumstances of our world today Dr.
Webre’s words are particularly challenging for all of us called to be good shepherds like Jesus.

May 29, 2018
Fifth Sunday of Easter

John 15:1-8

Option 1
“I am the true vine and my Father is the vine grower.

He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit.”
Anyone who tries to produce fruits, nuts or vegetables understands that if a plant or vine or tree
or branch is not producing or dies, it is just wasting space.  It should be pruned or replaced.  Jesus
tells us that “My Father is the Vine Grower,” He is the vine and we are the branches.  God has
created or “planted” each human being in His world with a vast array of talents, abilities and gifts
that He is entitled to expect us to discover, accept, develop, and use to the best of our ability for
our own benefit and the benefit of others.  He is entitled to expect us to be productive.  If we fail
we are like the unproductive plant, vine, tree or dead branch.  We are just wasting space.  As we
continue to celebrate Easter, the Pasch and the Resurrection, the sacrifices of Jesus and the joy of
the Resurrection as our hope for eternal life, we should ask, “Am I as productive as my Creator
expects?”  If not, why not?  How can I become more productive?  Here is a hint: Get to know
Jesus by reading Scripture.  Then imitate Him.  You will become very “productive.”

Option 2
“I am the vine and you are the branches”

The disciples were well acquainted with vines and their branches.  They were cultivated in the
fields, grew on the walls of great buildings and planted in the gardens of small homes where they
spread across trellises and provided shade and food.  Anyone who has planted a vine, or
encountered one in a place where it is unwanted, knows that the branches that grow far and wide
and attach themselves to anything and everything in their path.  A good and useful vine is
nurtured and pruned.  Its branches produce much fruit and vegetables.  But branches, no matter
how well cared for, cannot survive if cut off from the vine.  They whither and die.  The disciples
understood the challenge Jesus presented them with the image of the vine and its branches. 
There were to stay attached to their faith in Jesus and go out into the world and provide spiritual
food and comfort to all they encountered.  Jesus is still the vine, and we now are the branches. 
What are we doing to stay attached to Jesus and go far and wide to do good in his name?


	“. . . these Christians are dangerous!

