Homily for Disciples Response Fund Weekend
September 20, 2026
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us about a landowner who repeatedly goes out in search of laborers for his vineyard. He goes at dawn, at nine o’clock, at noon, at three, and even at five o’clock—when the working day is nearly over.
Each time, his invitation is the same: “You too go into my vineyard.”
At the end of the day, the landowner gives each laborer the same wage. Those who worked the longest are understandably surprised. Yet the landowner reminds them that he has treated them fairly and then asks a question that reveals the heart of this parable: “Are you envious because I am generous?”
This landowner reflects the abundant generosity of God. God does not calculate His love according to what we have earned. His mercy is not measured by the hour, and His grace is not reserved only for those who arrived first. God continually seeks us, calls us, and welcomes us into His vineyard.
As we proclaimed in today’s Responsorial Psalm, “The Lord is near to all who call upon him.”
The Lord is near to the child who encounters Christ for the first time. He is near to the young person searching for direction. He is near to the couple beginning married life, to the family experiencing hardship, and to the person discerning a vocation to the priesthood or religious life. He is near to all who call upon Him—and very often, He makes His presence known through the generosity and faithful service of others.
Today, throughout the Diocese of Owensboro, we begin our annual Disciples Response Fund Appeal. This appeal is one way that we answer the landowner’s invitation: “You too go into my vineyard.”
When you support the Disciples Response Fund, you become a laborer in the Lord’s vineyard. Your gift joins with the gifts of Catholics throughout western Kentucky to accomplish something far greater than any one of us could accomplish alone.
Through your generosity, children and teenagers encounter Jesus Christ at Gasper River Catholic Youth Camp. Young people form friendships rooted in faith, discover a deeper relationship with Christ, and begin listening for God’s call in their lives. We have seen beautiful fruits from this ministry: vocations to the priesthood and religious life, faithful Catholic marriages, and even families entering the Church because of their children’s experiences at camp.
Your generosity also strengthens Catholic marriages and families. Through marriage preparation, retreats, and ongoing support such as the Grace Marriage program, couples receive encouragement to grow together in faith and love. Strong marriages help build strong families, and strong families help build vibrant parishes.
The Disciples Response Fund also supports Youth Ministry throughout our Diocese. In a world that pulls our young people in many directions, these ministries help them understand that they are known, loved, and called by God. They are reminded that they have a place in the Church and meaningful work to do in the Lord’s vineyard.
We are also experiencing a remarkable blessing in priestly vocations. In a relatively short period of time, we have gone from seven seminarians to fourteen men now discerning and preparing for the priesthood.
We thank God for each one of them.
These men are preparing to devote their lives to serving God’s people. God willing, they will one day baptize our children, celebrate the Eucharist, hear confessions, witness marriages, anoint the sick, comfort grieving families, and walk beside us during life’s most joyful and most difficult moments.
Seminarian formation is the largest ministry supported through the Disciples Response Fund. Forming our fourteen seminarians requires an annual investment of approximately $938,000—nearly one million dollars each year. That is a significant responsibility for our Diocese, but the gift of a faithful priest serving God’s people for many years is beyond measure.
I ask you to pray for these men, encourage them, and help us provide the formation they need to answer God’s call.
I also want to express my sincere gratitude. Many of you have faithfully supported the Disciples Response Fund year after year. Some have given generously for decades, while others may be considering a gift for the first time. Like the laborers who entered the vineyard at different hours, each of us responds according to our own circumstances and at the time God calls us.
Not every family can give the same amount. God does not ask us to give what we do not have. He asks us to listen prayerfully and respond with a generous heart.
If your budget allows, I ask you to consider stretching your gift this year. A modest increase, when joined with the generosity of Catholics across our seventy-eight parishes, can make a tremendous difference.
If you are unable to give financially at this time, please know that your prayers are also deeply valued. Pray for our seminarians, our young people, our married couples, and all those who serve in these ministries.
The vineyard belongs to God, but He graciously invites each of us to share in its work. Some labor through prayer. Some offer their time and talents. Some provide financial support. Most of us are called to serve in more than one of these ways.
What matters is that we hear the invitation of Christ: “You too go into my vineyard.”
May we respond with gratitude for all that God has given us. And may we remember that every gift, every prayer, and every act of faithful service can become an instrument of God’s grace.
“The Lord is near to all who call upon him.”
May God bless you for your generosity, and may He continue to bless the Diocese of Owensboro.

