Diocese of Owensboro

McRaith Carholic Center

March 24, 2020

To: All Priests, Deacons, and Parishes

Yesterday Bishop William F. Medley communicated with all priests regarding several
new directives. A few of those have been outlined for you below, along with some other
related information:

e Bishop Medley is suspending the celebration of public Masses until further
notice.

e The diaconate ordination of seminarian Corey Bruns, as well as the celebration
of Chrism Mass, are both being postponed. No dates have been determined at
this time.

e Information from the Office of Worship is attached regarding a private celebration
of the Triduum due to the decree from the Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments and the observations from the USCCB'’s
Committee on Divine Worship. (Please note there are several resources
attached, in English and Spanish and all will be made available on our website
shortly.)

Also, as of the close of business yesterday (Monday at 4:00 PM), the McRaith Catholic
Center (MCC) will be operating with a light crew; however, employees are still
accessible, most easily by email. You can find staff names and contact information by
visiting https://owensborodiocese.org/category/directory/offices/. No visitors will be
allowed into the MCC unless a prior appointment has been made.

Bishop Medley is also requesting that all parish offices follow similar steps:

e Close parish offices to visitors;

e Appointment-only in-person meetings utilizing social distancing guidelines;

e Operate with fewer staff, potentially achieving this by rotating schedules; and

e Always adhere to the CDC and governmental guidelines/regulations especially
in terms of social distancing. (These can be found at


https://owensborodiocese.org/category/directory/offices/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html and
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19)

Lastly, Bishop Medley invites all parishes in the Diocese of Owensboro to join with
Governor Andy Beshear’s request to ring church bells daily at 10:00 AM. Bishop Medley
is asking everyone to pause at this moment and to offer our prayer for an end to the
coronavirus pandemic. If a parish does not have bells, parishioners are encouraged to
set their alarms to remind them to stop for a moment and pray. Even though we cannot
gather in prayer, we can still be united in prayer.

You can always find the latest from the diocese regarding COVID-19, live-stream
opportunities and more, by visiting https://owensborodiocese.org/covid-2019/.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19
https://owensborodiocese.org/covid-2019/

24 de marzo de 2020

A: Todos los sacerdotes, diaconos y parroquias

Ayer, el Obispo William F. Medley se comunicé con todos los sacerdotes con respecto
a varias directivas nuevas. A continuacion, se detallan algunas de estas, junto con otra
informacion relacionada:

e EI| Obispo Medley suspende la celebracién de las Misas publicas hasta nuevo
aviso.

e La ordenacion diaconal del seminarista Corey Bruns, asi como la celebracién de
la Misa Crismal, se posponen. No se han determinado fechas en este momento.

e Se adjunta informacién de la Oficina de Culto con respecto a una celebracion
privada del Triduo debido al decreto de la Congregacion del Culto Divino y de la
Disciplina de los Sacramentos y las observaciones del Comité para el Culto
Divino de la USCCB.

Ademas, desde el final del dia lunes (4:00 PM), el Centro Catdlico McRaith (MCC)
estara funcionando con un equipo minimo de personas; sin embargo, los empleados
aun estan accesibles, mas facilmente por correo electronico. Pueden encontrar los
nombres del personal y la informacién de contacto visitando
https://owensborodiocese.org/category/directory/offices/. No se permitiran visitantes en
el MCC a menos que se haya hecho una cita previa.

El Obispo Medley también solicita que todas las oficinas parroquiales sigan pasos
similares:

e Cerrar las oficinas parroquiales a los visitantes;

e Tener reuniones en persona solamente con cita previa siguiendo las directrices
de distanciamiento social;

e Operar con menos personal, potencialmente logrando esto mediante horarios
rotativos; y

e Siempre cumplir con las pautas/directrices del gobierno y los CDC,
especialmente en términos de distanciamiento social. (Estos se pueden
encontrar en https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html y
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19)



https://owensborodiocese.org/category/directory/offices/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://govstatus.egov.com/kycovid19

Por ultimo, el Obispo Medley invita a todas las parroquias de la Diécesis de Owensboro
a tocar sus campanas todos los dias a las 10 AM con las otras iglesias alrededor del
estado. El Obispo Medley esta pidiendo a todos que hagan una pausa en ese momento
y ofrezcamos nuestra oracion por el fin de la pandemia de coronavirus. Si una
parroquia no tiene campanas, se anima a los feligreses a poner sus alarmas para
recordarles que se detengan por un momento y recen. Aunque no podemos reunirnos
en oracién, todavia podemos estar unidos en oracion.

Siempre pueden encontrar las ultimas noticias de la didcesis sobre COVID-19,
oportunidades de transmision en vivo y mas, visitando
https://owensborodiocese.org/covid-2019/.
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